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 An Historical Companion

Few stories are more closely woven into the identity of 
Edinburgh than that of Greyfriars Bobby. 


For generations, visitors have paused beside the small 
bronze statue near the entrance to Greyfriars Kirkyard, 
photographed the faithful terrier, rubbed his nose for 
luck, and listened to the tale that has become one of 
Scotland’s most enduring legends. 


It is a story of loyalty, companionship, grief, and 
remembrance. Like many legends, however, it exists 
somewhere between documented history and popular 
memory. 


Greyfriars Bobby occupies a unique place in Scottish 
cultural life. 


He was neither a monarch nor a military commander. 

He did not write influential books, lead political 
movements, or shape the course of nations. 

He was a small Skye Terrier whose fame rests upon a 
deeply human idea, the bond between a person and a 
dog. 
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That bond proved powerful enough to capture the 
imagination of Victorian Edinburgh and, eventually, the 
wider world.


The story most commonly told is simple.  

In the nineteenth century, a night watchman named 
John Gray died and was buried in Greyfriars Kirkyard. 
His devoted dog Bobby is said to have remained by his 
grave for fourteen years until his own death. The image 
is compelling. 


A small terrier sitting faithfully among weathered 
gravestones while the city bustled around him became 
a symbol of unwavering devotion.


Yet history is rarely as straightforward as legend 
suggests. The surviving evidence reveals a more 
complex picture. 


Contemporary newspaper accounts, civic records, and 
later investigations raise questions about how much of 
the popular story can be verified. Historians continue to 
debate aspects of Bobby’s life, his ownership, his age, 
and the precise nature of his connection to John Gray.


These uncertainties do not diminish Bobby’s 
significance. If anything, they make the story more 
interesting. Greyfriars Bobby offers a glimpse into 
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Victorian Edinburgh, a city fascinated by sentiment, 
public memorials, animal welfare, and storytelling. 


His tale reveals as much about the people who 
remembered him as it does about the dog himself.


The story also reflects the power of place. 


Greyfriars Kirkyard is one of Edinburgh’s most 
atmospheric historic sites. 


Surrounded by centuries of history, monuments, and 
memories, it provides the perfect setting for a legend 
that has endured for more than a century and a half. 


Visitors who encounter Bobby today are not simply 
learning about a dog. 


They are encountering an evolving cultural story that 
connects generations of Edinburgh residents with 
millions of visitors from around the world. 


Understanding Greyfriars Bobby therefore means 
exploring several intertwined narratives. 


There is the life of John Gray. There is the documented 
history of a terrier associated with Greyfriars. There is 
Victorian Edinburgh and its culture of remembrance. 
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There is the creation of a public monument. And there 
is the remarkable journey by which a local story 
became an international symbol.


The bronze statue standing today near George IV 
Bridge represents far more than a single animal. 


It embodies the enduring appeal of loyalty, the human 
desire to preserve meaningful stories, and the ability of 
a city to transform memory into legend. 


Whether every detail of the traditional account is 
literally true matters less than understanding how and 
why the story emerged, why it endured, and what it 
reveals about the society that embraced it.


To appreciate Greyfriars Bobby fully, one must move 
beyond the familiar image of a dog guarding a grave 
and examine the historical world that produced one of 
Scotland’s most beloved legends.
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Foundations (Early Life) 
Unlike many historical figures, Greyfriars Bobby 
entered the historical record only indirectly. 


Dogs do not leave letters, diaries, or official 
documents, and much of what is known about Bobby 
must be reconstructed from surviving records 
concerning the people around him. As a result, the 
earliest years of his life remain uncertain.


Most traditional accounts describe Bobby as a Skye 
Terrier, a breed highly regarded in nineteenth-century 
Scotland. Skye Terriers originated in the rugged 
landscapes of the Inner Hebrides, particularly on the 
Isle of Skye. Known for their long coats, short legs, 
intelligence, and strong attachment to owners, they 
were admired both as working dogs and as 
companions.


During the Victorian period, terriers enjoyed immense 
popularity throughout Britain. Improvements in 
transportation and communication allowed dog breeds 
to be standardised and promoted through exhibitions 
and kennel clubs. 
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The Skye Terrier became especially fashionable after 
the breed gained the favour of members of the British 
royal family, including Queen Victoria. 


Their distinctive appearance and loyal temperament 
made them particularly attractive to dog owners across 
Scotland.


The exact date of Bobby’s birth is uncertain. 


Traditional versions of the story often place his birth in 
the mid-1850s. Later investigations, however, have 
suggested alternative possibilities. Surviving evidence 
does not allow historians to determine his age with 
complete confidence. This uncertainty would later 
become important because questions about Bobby’s 
age influence interpretations of the famous graveside 
story.


To understand Bobby’s early life, it is necessary to 
consider the circumstances of the man most closely 
associated with him…John Gray.


John Gray was born in the early nineteenth century and 
worked in a variety of occupations during his life. Like 
many Scots of his era, he experienced significant 
economic hardship. 
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Industrialisation, urban growth, and changing labour 
markets created both opportunities and instability. 


Large numbers of people moved between towns and 
cities in search of employment. By the 1850s, Gray 
was living in Edinburgh. The city was undergoing 
dramatic transformation. New districts expanded 
beyond the medieval Old Town, while civic authorities 
sought to improve sanitation, housing, and public 
services. 


Despite these improvements, poverty remained 
widespread. Employment was often insecure, 
particularly for labourers and working-class residents.


Gray eventually found work as a night watchman. 


Such positions were important in Victorian cities. 
Watchmen patrolled streets and premises during the 
night, helping to deter theft, monitor property, and 
maintain order. The work required long hours and 
considerable endurance, particularly with Edinburgh’s 
harsh winters.


According to the traditional account, Bobby served as 
Gray’s constant companion during these nightly 
patrols. 
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The Making Of Greyfriars Bobby 
Dogs frequently accompanied watchmen and workers 
during this period. Beyond companionship, they could 
provide protection, alert owners to danger, and help 
deter criminals.


Although the details cannot be verified fully, the idea of 
a close relationship between a watchman and his 
terrier is entirely plausible within the social realities of 
nineteenth-century Edinburgh. 


Working men often formed strong attachments to 
animals. For individuals whose lives involved long 
hours, modest incomes, and limited comforts, pets 
could provide companionship that was deeply valued.


The Edinburgh in which Bobby lived was a city of 
striking contrasts. 


Elegant Georgian streets stood not far from 
overcrowded tenements. Intellectual brilliance existed 
alongside poverty and disease. The city that had 
produced leading figures of the Scottish Enlightenment 
was also a place where many working families 
struggled simply to survive.


Animals occupied an increasingly visible place within 
Victorian society. 
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During the nineteenth century, attitudes towards 
animal welfare began to change significantly.  

Organisations dedicated to preventing cruelty gained 
influence, public campaigns promoted humane 
treatment, and animals increasingly appeared in 
literature, art, and public life as subjects worthy of 
sympathy and protection.


This cultural shift would later play an important role in 
Bobby’s story. 


Victorians were particularly receptive to narratives that 
highlighted loyalty, devotion, and moral virtue. Stories 
involving faithful animals resonated deeply with 
contemporary values and often attracted considerable 
public attention.


When John Gray died in 1858, few could have 
imagined that a small terrier associated with him would 
eventually become one of Edinburgh’s most famous 
residents. Yet the circumstances surrounding Gray’s 
death would provide the foundation for a story that 
would outlive both man and dog by many generations.
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The death certificate of John Gray records that he died 
from tuberculosis, then commonly known as 
consumption. 


The disease was one of the nineteenth century’s most 
feared illnesses. 


It affected millions throughout Europe and claimed 
countless lives before effective treatments became 
available in the twentieth century. Gray was buried in 
Greyfriars Kirkyard, one of Edinburgh’s most historic 
burial grounds. 


Established in the sixteenth century, Greyfriars had 
already witnessed centuries of Scottish history. It was 
here, among ancient stones and memorials, that the 
legend of Greyfriars Bobby would begin to take shape.


The statue of Greyfriars Bobby is among the most 
recognisable public monuments in Scotland. 


Situated at the junction of George IV Bridge and 
Candlemaker Row, just outside the entrance to 
Greyfriars Kirkyard, it has become one of Edinburgh's 
most photographed landmarks.
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The Defining Contribution 
The monument was commissioned by Lady Burdett-
Coutts, one of the most notable philanthropists of the 
Victorian era. 


Born into immense wealth and renowned for her 
charitable work, Angela Georgina Burdett-Coutts 
devoted considerable resources to causes ranging 
from education and housing to animal welfare. 


Bobby's story captured her imagination, and she 
resolved that the dog should be commemorated 
publicly.


The sculptor chosen for the project was William Brodie, 
one of Scotland's most respected artists of the 
nineteenth century. Brodie had already established a 
reputation for creating statues and portrait busts of 
important public figures. His work can still be found 
throughout Edinburgh and beyond.


The Bobby statue was unveiled in 1873, only a year 
after the dog's death. 

This timing is significant. 
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Many public monuments are erected decades after the 
events they commemorate. Bobby's memorial 
appeared while memories of the dog were still fresh 
among local residents. People who had seen Bobby 
during his lifetime could recognise the subject 
represented in bronze.


The monument originally included a drinking fountain 
beneath the sculpture. Victorian cities frequently 
installed public drinking fountains for both people and 
animals, reflecting contemporary concerns about 
public health and welfare. 


The combination of statue and fountain reflected the 
philanthropic values of the period.


The statue itself is relatively modest in scale. Unlike 
grand monuments celebrating military victories or 
political leaders, Bobby's memorial relies upon 
intimacy rather than grandeur. 


The small size encourages close engagement. 


Visitors approach it directly, often bending down to 
photograph details or observe the sculpted features.
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This accessibility contributes significantly to its 
popularity. Many public monuments are admired from a 
distance. 


Bobby's statue invites interaction. Visitors frequently 
touch it, pose beside it, and photograph it from close 
range, Bobbys’ monument feels approachable in a way 
that many larger memorials do not.


One consequence of this popularity has been the 
development of traditions associated with the statue.


Perhaps the best-known is the belief that rubbing 
Bobby's nose brings good luck. Over time, repeated 
contact polished the bronze surface until the nose 
became noticeably brighter than the surrounding metal.

Interestingly, this tradition is not an ancient custom 
connected with Bobby's original story. 


It appears to be a relatively recent development, 
emerging largely through tourism during the late 
twentieth century. 


Conservation experts and heritage organisations have 
repeatedly discouraged the practice because continual 
touching accelerates wear and can damage the 
monument.
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Beyond The Legend 
The popularity of the tradition nevertheless illustrates 
how public memory continues to evolve. 


Visitors do not simply observe Bobby's story; they 
actively participate in it through rituals and personal 
experiences. The statue's location also contributes to 
its significance.


Greyfriars Bobby occupies a strategic position within 
one of Edinburgh's most historically rich districts. 


Nearby stand Greyfriars Kirk, Greyfriars Kirkyard, the 
National Museum of Scotland, George Heriot's School, 
and numerous sites associated with the city's literary, 
religious, and intellectual history.


As a result, Bobby's monument functions as a gateway 
to broader exploration and many visitors encounter the 
statue first and then proceed into the kirkyard, where 
they discover additional layers of Edinburgh's past.


The memorial's cultural influence extends far beyond 
Edinburgh itself.

Throughout the twentieth century, Bobby's story 
became known internationally through books, 
television programmes, documentaries, and films. 
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Perhaps most influential was the 1961 Walt Disney 
film Greyfriars Bobby: The True Story of a Dog. 


Although the film inevitably simplified aspects of the 
historical record, it introduced the legend to audiences 
around the world. For many people outside Scotland, 
the film became their first encounter with Bobby.


This international exposure transformed the terrier from 
a local Edinburgh legend into a global cultural figure 
with visitors arriving from North America, Europe, Asia, 
Australia, and elsewhere increasingly sought out the 
statue because they already knew the story.


The result is unusual.


Few animals have received such sustained public 
commemoration. Numerous statues honour military 
horses, working animals, and creatures associated with 
specific historical events, but Bobby's fame rests 
almost entirely upon a perceived act of loyalty.


That distinction helps explain the monument's 
continuing appeal.


The statue does not celebrate power, achievement, 
conquest, or wealth. It celebrates devotion. 


The World Around Him 
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The values embodied by the monument remain 
understandable regardless of language, nationality, 
age, or cultural background. The memorial has also 
become intertwined with Edinburgh's identity.


Guidebooks frequently include it among the city's 
essential landmarks with walking tours routinely 
incorporate the story. Souvenirs, postcards, books, and 
educational materials feature Bobby's image. The dog 
has become part of the visual language through which 
Edinburgh presents itself to the world.


This process reflects a broader truth about public 
monuments.


Statues do not merely preserve memory; they actively 
shape it. Selecting certain stories for commemoration, 
societies communicate what they consider worthy of 
remembrance. The decision to memorialise Bobby 
reveals much about Victorian values and about the 
continuing importance placed upon loyalty and 
companionship.


Today, visitors encounter multiple layers of meaning 
when standing before the statue.


They see a Victorian artwork.

They encounter a local legend.
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They engage with a tourism icon.

They participate in an ongoing tradition of 
remembrance.


And they become part of a story that has continued 
evolving for more than 150 years. The bronze terrier 
outside Greyfriars Kirkyard is therefore far more than a 
memorial to a single dog. 
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Fascinating Facts 

1. Greyfriars Bobby is most commonly identified as a 
Skye Terrier. 

2. Bobby became associated with Greyfriars Kirkyard 
in Edinburgh during the nineteenth century. 

3. The traditional story claims Bobby remained near his 
master's grave for fourteen years. 

4. John Gray worked as a night watchman in 
Edinburgh. 

5. Gray died in 1858 from tuberculosis, then commonly 
called consumption. 

6. Greyfriars Kirkyard dates back to the sixteenth 
century. 

7. The kirkyard is named after the Franciscan friars, or 
"Grey Friars," who once occupied the site. 

8. Bobby’s story became widely known during his own 
lifetime. 

9. Local residents reportedly helped provide food and 
care for Bobby. 

10. ames Brown, curator of Greyfriars Kirkyard, is 
closely associated with Bobby's care. 
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11. Bobby became one of Edinburgh's best-known 
local characters before his death. 

12. Victorian newspapers played a major role in 
spreading Bobby's fame. 

13. Some historians question whether every detail of 
the traditional story can be verified. 

14. Debate continues regarding Bobby's exact age. 

15. Questions have been raised about whether more 
than one dog may have contributed to the legend. 

16. No alternative explanation has achieved universal 
scholarly acceptance. 

17. William Chambers, Lord Provost of Edinburgh, is 
traditionally credited with purchasing Bobby's licence. 

18. Dog licensing laws existed in nineteenth-century 
Edinburgh. 

19. Bobby reportedly wore a collar identifying him as a 
licensed dog. 

20. Lady Burdett-Coutts funded Bobby's memorial. 

21. Lady Burdett-Coutts was one of Britain's most 
famous Victorian philanthropists. 

22. Bobby’s statue was sculpted by William Brodie. 

23. Brodie created numerous public sculptures 
throughout Scotland. 

24. The statue was unveiled in 1873. 


One of a growing series of Historical Companions from The Plinth Monologues.



Page �23
24. The monument originally incorporated a drinking 
fountain. 

25. Victorian drinking fountains often served both 
humans and animals. 

26. Bobby died on 14 January 1872. 

27. Bobby’s grave lies near the entrance to Greyfriars 
Kirkyard. 

29. Visitors frequently leave gifts at Bobby's grave. 

30. Common tributes include sticks, flowers, and dog 
collars. 

31. Bobby’s story inspired numerous books. 

32. The tale has been translated into multiple 
languages. 

33. A Walt Disney film helped popularise Bobby 
internationally. 

34. The Disney adaptation was released in 1961. 

35. Millions of visitors photograph Bobby's statue each 
year. 

36. The statue is among Edinburgh's most 
photographed landmarks. 

37. Rubbing Bobby's nose for luck is a modern 
tradition rather than an original Victorian practice. 

38. Conservation specialists discourage touching the 
statue. 
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39. Repeated touching has worn parts of the bronze 
surface. 

40. Greyfriars Bobby appears in countless Edinburgh 
guidebooks. 

41. The story is often taught to visiting school groups. 

42. Bobby’s legend is recognised far beyond Scotland. 

43. The story is frequently cited as an example of 
animal loyalty. 

44. Edinburgh’s tourism industry regularly features 
Bobby in promotional materials. 

45. Greyfriars Kirkyard contains many historically 
significant graves. 

46. The kirkyard is one of Edinburgh's most visited 
historic sites. 

47. Bobby’s fame grew during a period of expanding 
animal welfare movements. 

48. Victorian society increasingly valued stories 
involving faithful animals. 

49. Bobby’s memorial appeared only one year after his 
death. 

50. Few animals anywhere in the world have statues as 
famous as Bobby's. 

51. The story has inspired debate among historians for 
decades. 
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52. Bobby remains one of Edinburgh's most beloved 
cultural symbols. 

53. Visitors from every inhabited continent visit 
Bobby's statue. 

54. The legend continues to evolve through new 
interpretations and research. 

55. Bobby’s enduring appeal rests largely on universal 
themes of loyalty and companionship. 
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Further Exploration 

Visitors wishing to explore Greyfriars Bobby's story 
more deeply will discover that the legend opens doors 
into several wider areas of Scottish history.


Greyfriars Kirkyard itself is the obvious starting point.  

Beyond Bobby's grave, the cemetery contains 
monuments connected to important episodes in 
Scottish religious, political, and social history. Walking 
through the kirkyard reveals layers of Edinburgh's past 
stretching back centuries.


Greyfriars Kirk provides further context. 


The church has long played an important role in 
Scottish religious history and is closely associated with 
the National Covenant of 1638, a pivotal document in 
Scotland's ecclesiastical development.


The nearby National Museum of Scotland offers 
broader insights into nineteenth-century Scottish 
society. Exhibits relating to urban life, industry, 
medicine, and social change help illuminate the world 
in which Bobby lived.
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Visitors interested in Victorian attitudes towards 
animals may wish to explore the history of animal 
welfare movements during the nineteenth century. 


Organisations such as the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals provide valuable 
perspectives on changing public attitudes toward 
companion animals and the wider history of Edinburgh 
during the Victorian period is equally rewarding. 


The city's transformation through public health reforms, 
urban development, education, publishing, and tourism 
helps explain why Bobby's story found such a 
receptive audience.


Literary enthusiasts may also explore how animal 
stories became an important part of Victorian culture. 


Comparing Bobby's legend with other famous animal 
narratives reveals broader patterns in nineteenth-
century storytelling and public sentiment and for those 
interested in historical methodology, Greyfriars Bobby 
provides a fascinating case study in the relationship 
between evidence and legend. 
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Examining different interpretations of the story 
demonstrates how historians evaluate sources, identify 
uncertainties, and distinguish between documented 
facts and later traditions.


Finally, visitors may simply spend time within Greyfriars 
itself. 


The enduring power of Bobby's story is inseparable 
from its setting. The atmosphere of the kirkyard 
remains one of the most compelling ways to 
understand why this particular legend captured 
imaginations so effectively.


One of a growing series of Historical Companions from The Plinth Monologues.



Page �29

Conclusion 

Greyfriars Bobby occupies an unusual position within 
Scotland's historical landscape.


Most figures remembered through public monuments 
achieved distinction through politics, military service, 
literature, science, religion, exploration, or public 
leadership. 


Bobby's fame rests upon none of these. Instead, his 
enduring place in public memory derives from a story 
that speaks directly to universal human experience.


Whether approached as documented history, cultural 
legend, or a combination of both, the story continues 
to resonate because it addresses themes that remain 
meaningful across generations. 


Loyalty, companionship, remembrance, and affection 
require no specialist knowledge to appreciate. They 
transcend social class, nationality, language, and 
historical period.


The historical evidence reveals a more complex picture 
than the simplified version often presented to visitors. 
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Questions remain about Bobby's age, ownership, and 
aspects of the traditional narrative. Historians will likely 
continue debating these issues for years to come.


Yet the uncertainties themselves form part of the story 
and Greyfriars Bobby demonstrates how communities 
create and preserve memory. The legend was not 
simply inherited; it was actively shaped by the people 
of Victorian Edinburgh. 


Residents cared for the dog, newspapers reported his 
story, civic leaders recognised his significance, and 
philanthropists ensured his memory would endure 
through public commemoration.


In doing so, they transformed a local animal into a 
cultural symbol.


The story also reveals much about nineteenth-century 
society in how it reflects changing attitudes towards 
animals, growing interest in public memorials, 
expanding tourism, and a culture increasingly 
interested in preserving local history. 


Bobby's rise to prominence tells us as much about 
Victorian Edinburgh as it does about the dog himself.

The statue outside Greyfriars Kirkyard remains one of 
the clearest examples of this process. 
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It stands not merely as a memorial to a terrier but as 
evidence of the values a society chose to celebrate. 
More than 150 years after Bobby's death, visitors 
continue to pause before the monument, listen to the 
story, and carry it away with them.


That longevity is remarkable. 

Countless events that once dominated newspaper 
headlines have faded into obscurity. Public figures who 
enjoyed immense fame during their lifetimes are often 
forgotten. Yet Greyfriars Bobby continues to attract 
attention from people around the world.


Part of the explanation lies in the simplicity of the story. 


The image of a faithful dog waiting for a lost 
companion is immediately understandable. 


It requires no historical training to appreciate and no 
specialised context to interpret. Another reason lies in 
place.


Greyfriars Kirkyard provides a physical connection to 
the narrative. 
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Visitors can walk through the same area where Bobby 
became known, see the monuments associated with 
the story, and experience the atmosphere that helped 
shape the legend. The landscape itself reinforces 
memory.


Perhaps most importantly, Bobby's story endures 
because it reflects qualities people continue to value.

History often celebrates extraordinary achievements, 
but Greyfriars Bobby reminds us that endurance, 
loyalty, and companionship can leave equally lasting 
impressions. The story's power comes not from grand 
events but from emotional recognition. 


People see in Bobby something they recognise in their 
own lives and relationships.


Whether viewed as history, legend, or a mixture of 
both, Greyfriars Bobby remains one of Edinburgh's 
most distinctive cultural treasures. The small bronze 
terrier standing outside Greyfriars Kirkyard has become 
far more than a monument. 


He is a reminder that history is not only shaped by 
kings, generals, philosophers, and inventors. 
Sometimes it is shaped by the stories communities 
choose to remember, preserve, and pass on.
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For generations of visitors, Greyfriars Bobby has 
become one such story. For as long as people continue 
to value loyalty, companionship, and remembrance, it 
is likely to remain so.
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Sources & Further Reading 

Primary Sources 

Edinburgh City Archives  
Municipal records relating to nineteenth-century 
Edinburgh, including civic administration and licensing 
records relevant to Bobby's era.


National Records of Scotland  
Official repository for Scottish birth, death, marriage, 
census, and historical records.


Contemporary Newspaper Reports (1858–1872) 
Various Edinburgh and Scottish newspapers containing 
references to Greyfriars Bobby during and shortly after 
his lifetime.


Books on Greyfriars Bobby 

Jan Bondeson — Greyfriars Bobby: The Most Faithful 
Dog in the World 
A detailed examination of the evidence behind the 
legend and one of the most important modern 
investigations of Bobby's story.
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Eleanor Atkinson — Greyfriars Bobby  
The influential early twentieth-century novel that helped 
popularise Bobby's story internationally.


Richard Brassey — Greyfriars Bobby 
A modern retelling aimed at introducing younger 
readers to the legend.


Edinburgh History 

Michael Fry — Edinburgh: A History of the City  
A comprehensive account of Edinburgh's historical 
development from its origins to the modern era.

Alexander McCall Smith — Edinburgh: The Story of a 
City 
An accessible and engaging introduction to 
Edinburgh's history and character.


Christopher Smout — A History of the Scottish 
People 1560–1830  
Provides valuable context for understanding Scottish 
society and the development of Edinburgh.


Victorian Scotland & Society 

T. M. Devine — The Scottish Nation 1700–2000  
One of the most respected surveys of modern Scottish 
history.
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Richard Rodger — The Transformation of Edinburgh 
An important study of Edinburgh's urban development 
and social change.


Michael Lynch — Edinburgh and the Reformation  
Provides deeper historical context for sites associated 
with Greyfriars.


Animal Welfare & Victorian Culture 

Harriet Ritvo — The Animal Estate: The English and 
Other Creatures in the Victorian Age 
A landmark study of Victorian attitudes toward animals.

Kathleen Kete — The Beast in the Boudoir  
Explores the growing role of companion animals in 
nineteenth-century society.


Museums & Institutions 
National Records of Scotland — Scotland's principal 
archive and records repository.

National Library of Scotland — Extensive collections 
relating to Scottish history and Edinburgh.

National Museums Scotland — Museum collections 
covering Scottish history, society, and culture.

Historic Environment Scotland — Information relating 
to Scotland's historic sites and monuments.


One of a growing series of Historical Companions from The Plinth Monologues.



Page �37

Reference Index 

People 
John Gray — Edinburgh night watchman traditionally 
regarded as Greyfriars Bobby's owner.


James Brown — Curator of Greyfriars Kirkyard who is 
closely associated with Bobby's care.


William Chambers — Publisher and Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh traditionally credited with obtaining Bobby's 
dog licence.


Angela Georgina Burdett-Coutts — Victorian 
philanthropist who funded Bobby's memorial.


William Brodie — Scottish sculptor who created the 
Greyfriars Bobby statue.


Queen Victoria — British monarch whose reign 
coincided with Bobby's lifetime and whose era shaped 
the legend's development.


Jan Bondeson — Historian and author whose research 
examined the historical evidence behind Bobby's story.


One of a growing series of Historical Companions from The Plinth Monologues.



Page �38
Eleanor Atkinson — Author whose novel helped 
popularise Bobby internationally.


Places 
Greyfriars Kirkyard — Historic Edinburgh cemetery 
where Bobby became famous.


Greyfriars Kirk — Historic church adjacent to Greyfriars 
Kirkyard.


Edinburgh — Scotland's capital city and the setting for 
Bobby's story.


George IV Bridge — Major Edinburgh thoroughfare 
beside Bobby's statue.


Candlemaker Row — Historic street adjacent to the 

Greyfriars Bobby monument.


National Museum of Scotland — Major museum 
providing context for Victorian Edinburgh.

Isle of Skye — Scottish island traditionally associated 
with the origins of the Skye Terrier breed.

Scotland — Nation within which Bobby's story 
emerged and became celebrated.
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Books & Publications 
Greyfriars Bobby — Influential novel by Eleanor 
Atkinson.


Greyfriars Bobby: The Most Faithful Dog in the World — 
Historical investigation by Jan Bondeson.


Edinburgh: A History of the City — Major history of 


Edinburgh by Michael Fry.


Edinburgh: The Story of a City — Accessible history of 


Edinburgh by Alexander McCall Smith.


The Scottish Nation 1700–2000 — Important survey of 


Scottish history by T. M. Devine.


The Animal Estate — Influential study of Victorian 
attitudes toward animals by Harriet Ritvo.
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Monuments & Memorials 
Greyfriars Bobby Statue — Bronze monument unveiled 
in 1873 commemorating Bobby.


Greyfriars Bobby Grave — Burial site near the entrance 
to Greyfriars Kirkyard.


Greyfriars Kirkyard Monuments — Collection of 
memorials spanning several centuries of Edinburgh 
history.
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Organisations & Institutions 
National Records of Scotland — Scotland's official 
archive and records authority.


National Library of Scotland — National research 
library preserving Scottish documentary heritage.


National Museums Scotland — National museum 
organisation responsible for major collections and 
exhibitions.


Historic Environment Scotland — Public body 
responsible for protecting Scotland's historic 
environment.


Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Organisation associated with Victorian animal welfare 
refo
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Major Historical Events 
Scottish Enlightenment — Intellectual movement that 
shaped Edinburgh's reputation as a centre of learning 
and inquiry.


Industrial Revolution — Period of economic and social 
transformation influencing nineteenth-century 
Edinburgh.


Victorian Animal Welfare Movement — Growing 
campaign for humane treatment of animals during the 
nineteenth century.


Expansion of Victorian Tourism — Development of 
mass travel that helped spread Bobby's fame beyond 
Edinburgh.


Public Commemoration Movement — Nineteenth-
century trend toward preserving memory through 
monuments and memorials.
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Continue the Journey 
You have now explored the life, ideas and legacy of 
David Hume.  But history is more than dates and 
facts.It is also voices, personalities, rivalries, triumphs 
and failures. 

The Plinth Monologues brings Edinburgh's statues and 
historical figures to life through immersive audio 
storytelling, allowing the people behind the monuments 
to speak for themselves. If you enjoyed this Historical 
Companion, you may also enjoy…


  Adam Smith  The Plinth Monologue 
  David Hume  The Plinth Monologue 
  Greyfriars Bobby  The Plinth Monologue 


Future Historical Companions and releases 

theplinthmonologues.com 
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